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ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT GREEK-CYPRIOT-TURKISH CYPRIOT FIR AT 
NICOSIA AIRPORT AS SEP TOWARD AIRPORT REOPENING. AGREES TURKEY 
HAS STRONG INTEREST IN PREVENTING AEROFLOT OIERATIONS BASE IN 
CYPRUS. END SUMMARY. 

2. I DISCUSSED REOPENING NICOSIA AIRPORT WITH DENKTASH NOV 22. 

3. AT OUTSET, I ASKED DENKTASH TO CLARIFY HIS REMARK OF NOV 1 1 
(REF C) THAT GOT'S POSITION WAS "THREE RESPONSIBLE FOR PERIMETER 
SECURITY, TWO FOR MANAGEMENT". DENKTASH SAID "TWO" REFERRED TO 
GREEK AND TURKISH CYPRIOTS, "THREE" MEANT GREECE, TURKEY 

AND UK. 

4. I ASKED WHETHER UNDER AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT FOR AIRPORT 
REOPENING UNDER UN/ICAO MANAGEMENT SUPPORTED BY A JOINT BOARD 
OF GREEK AND TURKISH CYPRIOTS, TURKEY COULD ACCEPT PRESENT DIS- 
POSITION OF FORCES AROUND AIRPORT. DENKTASH SAID YES, SINCE 
THIS DISPOSITION VIRTUALLY THE SAME AS GOT FORMULA. I SUGGESTED 
THAT IN THAT CASE THE TIME SURELY OVERDUE TO GET AIRPORT BACK 
INTO OPERATION. USG CONSIDERED THIS A MATTER OF HIGH PRIORITY. 

IT ESSENTIAL THAT NORMAL AIR COMMUNICATIONS TO ISLAND BE RESTORED. 

5. DENKTASH SAID THAT CON- 
FUSION RESULTING FROM EXISTENCE OF TWO 

FIRS ON CYPRUS, THE TURKISH ONE BEING LOCATED AT TIMBOU AIRFIELD, 
WITH ATTENDANT POSSIBILITY OF A SERIOUS ACCIDENT, HAD BEEN DRAWN 
TO TURKEY'S ATTENTION AT AN INTERNATIONAL AVIATION CONFERENCE. 

AS A RESULT, HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY TURKEY TO RAISE WITH 
CLERIDES THE POSSIBILITY OF A JOINTLY MANNED FIR CENTER AT NICO- 
SIA AIRPORT. CLERIDES HAD EXPRESSED INTEREST AT THEIR MEETING 
ON NOVEMBER 18. DURING THEIR HELICOPTER TRIP TO POLIS NOVEMBER 
20, DENKTASH HAD GIVEN CLERIDES A PARTIAL, AFFIRMATIVE REPLY. 

HE WOULD CONFIRM THIS OFFICIALLY AT NEXT NEGOTIATING SESSION 
WITH UN SYG SPECIAL REP WECKMANN NOV 25. AT THAT TIME, HE 
WOULD CONVEY GOT S ACCEPTANCE AND ADD THAT "IF THIS WORKS, IT WILL 
BE A USEFUL STEP TOWARD THE CREATION OF THE JOINT BOARD TO 
WORK UNDER UN/ICAO IN AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT FOR REOPENING THE 
AIRPORT". I ASKED WHETHER I COULD TAKE THIS AS A STATEMENT OF 
SERIOUS TURKISH INTENT TO COOPERATE IN REOPENING. DENKTASH 
REPLIED BY CAREFULLY REPEATING HIS COMMENT. 
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6. I ASKED WHETHER THERE WERE TURKISH CYPRIOTS FAMILIAR WIH 
AN FIR OPERATION OR WHETHER THE INTENTION WAS TO RELY ON MAINLAND 
EXPERTISE. DENKTASH SAID THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR MAINLAND 
REPRESENTATION. THERE HAD BEEN TURKISH CYPRIOTS INVOLVED IN 
CYPRUS FIR OPERATION BEFORE 1963 WHO HAD BEEN TRAINED IN UK. 

THEY WERE STILL AROUND. HE THOUGHT HE AND CLERIDES COULD VERY 
QUICKLY AGREE ON DESIGNATION OF POSITIONS WITHIN FIR CENTER. 
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7. I TOLD DENKTASH THAT ADDED REASON FOR GETTING NICOSIA AIRPORT 
REOPENED QUICKLY WAS EXISTENCE OF AN AEROFLOT OFFER, CLEVERLY 
TIMED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GREEK CYPRIOT PREDICAMENT, TO FORM A 
PARTNERSHIP WITH CYPRUS AIRWAYS. OFFER INCLUDED PROVISION OF 
AIRCRAFT, FUEL, TRAINING, AND WILLINGNESS ASSIST RECONSTRUCTION 
OF LARNACA AIRPORT. I SAID I THOUGHT THIS SHOULD BE A MATTER 
OF SERIOUS CONCERN TO GOT AS IT WAS TO USG. DENKASH AGREED, 
SAYING HE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF AEROFLOT OFFER. 

CRAWFORD 

UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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